[Clinical and outcome characteristics of inflammatory breast cancers in Brazzaville].
T4 breast cancers are a heterogeneous group. We conducted this study to analyze the differences between inflammatory and non-inflammatory T4 breast cancers. In a cross-sectional descriptive study over a period ranging from 2007 to 2010, we collected patients with T4 breast cancer. These patients were divided into two groups: a group of inflammatory breast cancer (IBC) and a group of breast cancer T4 non inflammatory (NIBC). We compared the epidemiological, clinical and outcome characteristics of the two groups. We identified 129 patients with T4 stage out of 343 patients with a diagnosis of breast cancer. Fifty-two IBC and 77 NIBC patients were observed. We did not found any epidemiological difference between the two groups. The two entities differed in tumor size (greater in the IBC group) and skin ulceration (less frequently found in the NIBC group). The only independent prognostic factor for failure of first line chemotherapy was, for both groups, non-compliance treatment intervals. The median overall survival in our study was 9 months in the IBC versus 13 months in the NIBC (p = 0.01, Log-rank test) patients. By multivariate analysis, IBC was the only independent prognostic factor negatively influencing the survival. IBC is a frequent entity in Brazzaville, Congo and displays a poor-prognosis.